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Gilberto de Mello Freyre was born at Recife,
Pernambuco, Brazil on March 15, 1900. He studied under
private tutors and at the Colegio Americano Gilreath in
Pernambuco. He earned his Bachelor of Arts degree at
Baylor University in Waco, Texas and his Master of Arts
at Columbia University. Further study and research have
carried him to England, France, Germany and the United
States.
He has served in the following capacities; Pro¬
fessor of Sociology at Pernambuco State Normal School,
Professor of Social Anthropology at Rio de Janeiro Uni¬
versity, Founder of the Recife Institute for Research in
Social Sciences, Technical Advisor to the Department for
Protection of Historical and Artistic Monuments, and as
a member of the U.N. Committee on Race Relations in South
Africa.
A complete listing of Freyre's professional
activities would be too lengthy to include here, however,
the following notes about his work should make this
introduction substantial.
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The work of Gilberto Freyre is described by
Frank Tannebaum in the introduction to The Mansions and
the Shanties as being "that of a sociologist, social
historian, anthropologist, and social psychologist".^
His work embraces all phases of Brazilian life and culture.
According to Tannebaum, essays by and about him run the
gamut from Brazilian foreign policy to his influence on
the training of physicians to Brazilian cooking. So great
is the impact of his writing upon Brazil that Tannebaum
declares that "in only a few instances can it be said that
one man, in his own lifetime, changed a great and populous
nation's image of itself". This is agreed to by Carl
Degler who has asserted that "before Freyre began writing
in the early 1930's, many Brazilian intellectuals were
ashamed of the racially mixed character of their people,
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but Freyre, almost singlehandedly, has turned them around".
Freyre is renowned for his advocacy of the existence
of a racial democracy in Brazil. Because of the work of
men like Freyre ". . . school children -of varying shades
^Gilberto Freyre, The Mansions and the Shanties, with
an Introduction by Frank Tannebaum (New York: Alfred A.
Knopf, Inc., 1963), p.ix.
^Ibid. p. xi.
^Carl Degler, Neither Black Nor White (New York: The
MacMillan Company, 1971), p. 6.
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and hues- learn that racial democracy is a peculiarly
Brazilian characteristic in which they can and should
take great prideHis "scholarly endeavors have been
accepted as valid re-interpretations of Brazil's social
history".^ Although Freyre's contributions are numerous,
this paper concerns itself with three books of a tetral¬
ogy which were written with the purpose of forming a
"sociological and anthropological interpretation of the
history of Brazilian patriarchal society". The impor¬
tance of the patriarch is emphasized throughout Freyre's
work. The books examined by this paper were Casa Grande
e Senzala (The Masters and the Slaves), Sobrados E
Mucambos (The Mansions and the Shanties), and Ordem e
Proqresso (Order and Progress).
The first book of the series entitled Casa Grande
e Senzala (The Masters and the Slaves), deals with Brazil
in its colonial stage of development. He shows that,
although the initial colonization was chiefly European, a
very strong imprint was left by the Amerindian and espe¬
cially the African. He was one of the first writers to
^Rollie E. Poppino, Brazil: The Land and People (New
York: Oxford University Press, 1973), p. 223.
^Ibid.
^Freyre, Order and Progress (New York: Alfred A.
Knopf, Inc., 1972), p. xxix.
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emphasize the positive contributions made by Negroes to
Brazilian culture and society.
Sobrados E Mucambos (The Mansions and the Shanties),
the second book of the series, is a continuation of the
first. This work carries us from the rural plantation
setting to the development of the cities. It shows a
pronounced change in the kinds of relationships which had
existed between the whites of the plantations and the
Negroes of the slave huts. The protective relationship
that was once given the slaves on the plantation was now
replaced by an antagonistic relationship between the whites
of the city mansions and the Negroes of the shanties.
The third book, Ordem e Progresso (Order and Prog¬
ress) , covers the period in Brazilian history from 1889,
when the Republic was established, to the end of the First
World War. As usual the author touches almost every phase
of Brazilian life. In his earlier works many references
were made to the existence of a social democracy in Brazil.
This work indicates that the rise of people of color was
by no means an easy task. At this point, "Freyre shoves
aside the myth of racial equality. He shows . . . what a
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difficult problem race has been and continues to be in
Brazil".^
Freyre mentioned in the preface to Order and Prog¬
ress that the series would be concluded with a book
tentatively called Tombs and Shallow Graves, however,
efforts in locating this work were unsuccessful.
The purpose of this paper is to analyze Freyre's
ideas on social mobility in Brazil as discussed in the
three books. Especially, since he states that "it is a
fact that Brazilians are mobile in both directions -horizon¬
tally and vertically- it is because the psychological
contours of race and class are not so rigid in our country".®
The concept he uses most is social ascension which brings
to mind a form of upward vertical social mobility. Freyre
admits that his employment of such sociological terms as
horizontal and vertical mobility are not used in a strict
sociological sense. For that reason it is necessary for a
context to be developed within which a study of his ideas
could be made. This was attempted by reviewing literature
^J. N. Goodsell, Book Review Digest 1970, Edited by
Josephine Samundio (66th Annual Cumulation. New York:
The H. W. Wilson Company, 1971), p. 484.
®Freyre, The Mansions and the Shanties, p. 423.
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pertaining to concepts of social stratification and also
by reviewing the works of other writers pertaining to Bra¬
zil. The point of the analysis is to determine if Freyre's
writings on social mobility substantiate his claims to the
existence of a social democracy in Brazil.
Many points of agreement with Freyre's writings can
be found in the work of Jose Honorio Rodrigues, who states
that "in the social ascent there is no racial minority or
caste, . . ., but a system of free competition. Not so free,
we add, for lack of opportunity, poor education, and various
other conditions make competition difficult".^ In speaking
of the Negro-mulatto element he says that "persons from
those groups who overcome these barriers may have and al¬
ready have had possibilities of attaining the highest
positions, . . ," and "that high society and the prestige
professions were much less mixed fifty or eighty years ago,
although the participation of mestizo individuals in such
groups is an old Brazilian tradition". Complete concurrence
with Freyre is demonstrated when Rodrigues states that "the
^Jose Rodrigues, Brazil and Africa (Berkeley and Los
Angeles: University of California Press, 1965), p. 95.
^°Ibid.
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principal channel of social ascension by which a great
number of Negroes and mestizos have acquired high status
is education, . . Though Freyre does not discuss at
great length the concepts of lineage, caste, etc. in the
series examined by this paper he would probably agree with
Rodrigues' statement that""bur elite are not based upon
12
lineage but derive from all ethnic groups".
On the other hand, it must be remembered that Freyre'
interpretations are not always accepted without acrimonious
criticism. Karl Loewenstein had this to say about the
Brazilian scholar. ".Gilberto Freyre' s novel Casa grande e
senzala (Manor and Slave Hut) is perhaps the greatest piece
13
of modern imaginative writing in Brazil." Although T.
Lynn Smith makes many references to Freyre's works, dis¬
agreement can be detected when Smith concludes from general
observation that the
Brazilian family is highly efficient in determining the
position its members are to occupy in the classes and
groups of the great society. In fact, since Brazilian
society is rather highly stratified, with a strong
tendency for social position to be inherited (the caste




Karl Loewenstein, Brazil Under Vargas (New York: The
Macmillan Company, 1942), p. 291.
7
social mobility, the accident of birth is almost all
important as a determinant of which groups a man will
belong to and what is to be his position on the social
scale. 1'^
14
T. Lynn Smith, Brazil: People and Institutions




This section is included to make the perusal of
this paper easier by introducing several terms that will
be used. Social mobility will be the first term discussed
since it forms the basis for this study.
Social mobility has been defined
as the movement of individuals, families, and groups
from one social position to another. The theory of
social mobility attempts to account for the frequencies
with which these movements occur. The study of social
mobility relates a present to a past position.^
There are several types of social mobility. They
are:
Intergenerational mobility - which compares the social
positions of parents and offsprings.
Career mobility - which compares the social positions
of the same individual at different times.
Group mobility - which concerns itself with changes in
the social position of groups possessing a relative¬
ly homogeneous status.2
This study deals more with intergenerational and
group mobility than with career mobility, however, all
types mentioned here can be detected.
^Herbert Goldhamer, "Social Mobility", International
Encyclopedia of the Social Sciences, XIV, 429.
2lbid.
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When Freyre uses such sociological terms as
horizontal and vertical mobility, the reader should keep
in mind that they are not "employed in the pure and
restricted sociological sense that would be attributed to
O
them"~^ by students of social stratification. Both terms
represent different kinds of mobility. The following
definitions for them are offered by Svalastoga:
Horizontal mobility - involving by definition no status
change.'^ For example, the transition of an individ¬
ual from one facility to another in the same
occupational status.
Vertical mobility - involving change of status.^ An
example here could be illustrated by a promotion
from vice president of a firm to president.
But Freyre uses the concept of social ascension in much the
same way that social scientists use social mobility.
One can see that at times Freyre is quite liberal
in his adaptation and use of concepts from different disci¬
plines and that he should have been more careful in his
selection of terms. For instance, he also uses the term
social mobility to refer to movement between regions
(migration) as well as between classes. He states that
^Freyre, The Masters and the Slaves (New York:
Alfred A. Knopf, 1968), p. 16.
^Kaare Svalastoga, Social Differentiation (New York:
David McKay Company, Inc., 1965), p. 105.
^Ibid.
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Ours is a reciprocity between cultures which has
been accompanied by intense social mobility between
classes and regions. Vertical and horizontal mobility.
Possibly in no country the size of ours does the
person of the far North-Para, . . . feel so much at
ease in the far South, and find, more on the basis of
temperament than racial origin, so many opportunities
for social and political advancement.^
What he calls "social ascension" could well refer to those
individuals who have moved from rural to urban areas. The
cities offered increased job opportunities and adventures
for which rural areas had no counterparts. "They are paid
poorly by United States or even by European standards, but
still they earn three or four times more than in rural
areas."' Though they may earn more than ever before in
their lives they still remain in the lowest strata of society.
For "the transition from rural to urban employment does not
O
necessarily imply a change in social status".
A study of social mobility could hardy be considered
complete without mentioning class and status. According
to Kahl, a social class is formed when a "large group of
families are approximately equal to each other and clearly
Q
differentiated from other families". In m^ing a dis-
^Freyre, The Mansions and the Shanties, p. 422.
^Charles Wagley, "The Brazilian Revolution: Social
Change Since 1930" in Social Change in Latin America
Today by Richard Adams, et.al (New York: Alfred A. Knopf,
Inc. and Random House, Inc., 1960), p. 211.
®Svalastoga, Social Differentiation, p. 142.
^Joseph A. Kahl, The American Class Structure (New
York: Holt, Rinehart and Winston, 1967), p. 12.
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tinction between class and status, Kahl quotes Weber as
saying.
With some over-simplification, one might thus say the
"classes" are stratified according to their relations
to the production and acquisition of goods; whereas
"status groups" are stratified according to the
principles of their consiamption of goods as represented
by special "styles of life". 1*^
Other terms used throughout this paper and in the
works of Freyre which may be new to the reader and which
may need a little clarification are:
Arrivismo - social climbing
Cria - a young Negro, born and reared in the Big House.
Hidalgo - nobleman.
Mestizo, also Mestico - a person of mixed blood, especially
of European and Indian blood.





SOCIAL MOBILITY IN COLONIAL BRAZIL
Portugal's policy toward colonization and settle¬
ment, being one of tolerance, seemed to have served as a
powerful determinant in the establishing of colonial
Brazil's aristocratic society. "... The chief thing
necessary in order to acquire a land grant in Brazil was
to profess the Catholic religion."It was a question
of religious health; and syphilis, buboes, smallpox, and
leprosy might enter freely, being brought in by Europeans
2
and Negroes alike from various places." It was sufficient
for persons coming from Protestant countries, who were not
already Catholic, to be converted upon their arrival to
Brazil. It was Catholicism that placed them on intimate
terms into the social and political life of Brazil. "They
might here set up a family and marry with the best of the
land, acquiring agricultural property, influence, and
prestige."
^Gilberto Freyre, The Masters and the Slaves (New




It is also evident that the acquisition of slaves
was another means used by the Brazilian newcomers in
getting themselves established in the New World. According
to Freyre,
If a person comes to this land and contrives to get
hold of a couple of them (even though he has nothing
else that he can call his own), he then has a means
of honorably supporting his family; for one of them
can fish for him; another will hunt for him, and
others will cultivate and harvest his plantings; and
in this way he is at no expense for food, either for
them or for his family and himself.^
The type of society set up by the colonizers is
referred to by Freyre as a tropical feudalism, which he
describes as being a combination of aristocracy, democracy,
and even anarchy. The rigidness of social mobility
immediately comes to mind when thinking of a feudal
society. Brazilian colonial society was made up of mainly
two groups - the rulers and the ruled. The rulers were
the Europeans. The ruled were the native Indians and later
Negroes imported from Africa. However, the rigidity of
this tropical feudalistic society was soon broken because
"^Ibid., p. 178.
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"somewhere between the two were the products of the mis¬
cegenation which had been going on between rulers and
ruled since the beginning, and which often brought about
the shifting of individuals and even whole families from
one class to another, from one race to another, regardless
of biological or even cultural characteristics".^
More than a few references are made to the Moorish
influence on the Portuguese colonizers of Brazil by
Freyre. Some of them show that the wide-spread practice
of miscegenation in Brazil was not always due to the
scarcity of white women, but rather to a preference for
the darker woman. Becoming wives and concubines to the
Europeans could be considered, in most cases, a step up¬
ward socially for Indian and Negro women. The ones who
gained most were by the by-products of those unions, the
mestizo and the mulatto. This gain was due primarily to
the paternal attitude of the men toward their offsprings.
Here again, Freyre would probably suggest the experience
of the Portuguese with the Moors. For "according to the
Mohammedans, the offspring of Arab men and slave women
^Freyre, The Mansions and the Shanties (New York:
Alfred A. Knopf, 1963), p. 231.
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had only to adopt their father's faith, rituals, and
customs to be considered their father's equal in social
status".^
The Portuguese did not go that far, .... But as
soon as they established themselves in Brazil, they
began to add to their plantation system a disguised
imitation of polygamy, allowing for the legal adop¬
tion by a Christian father, when he wrote his will,
of "natural" and illegitimate children chosen by
him to be the social equals, or almost the social
equals, of his legitimate children, and educated
in his "big house" by the priest or chaplin who
educated his legitimate children.^
Freyre adds credence to the significance of the attitude
of the colonizers toward their children by stating that
"before, however, the kings of Portugal took under their
protection all their subjects, various patriarchs and
fathers of families established in Brazil, like Jeronymo
de Albuqueque in the sixteenth century, had already extended
Q
to their natural colored children their paternal protection".
Without this attitude the "transfer of colored persons from
the class to which they would seem to have been condemned
^Freyre, New World in the Tropics (New York: Alfred
A. Knopf, 1971), p. 200.
^Ibid., pp. 200-1
^Freyre, The Mansions and the Shanties (New York: Alfred
A. Knopf, 1963), p. 233.
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by their maternal race and, up to a point, . . ., if not
to the status rulers, at least to that of marginal beings
9
or intermediaries between the rulers and the ruled" would
not have occurred.
The mestizo and mulatto children who entered
Brazil's colonial society through the patriarchal activities
of the priesthood constituted a superior element, socially
and eugenically, according to Freyre. The rich inheritances
left by these ecclisiastics to their offsprings were the
means by which many mulattoes came into possession of a
great deal of land. Social ascension was accomplished
with the greatest of ease by the white and light-colored
sons of priestis, "the noblest professions and careers being
open to them as well as marriages into the bosoms of the
most exclusive families. This was also true to a certain
extent for all children of mixed blood who "resulted from
the union of the best masculine element -the socially ele¬
vated whites of the Big Houses- with the best feminine
element of the slave huts; the prettiest, healthiest, and
^Ibid.
^^Freyre, The Masters and the Slaves, p. 452.
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freshest of the Negro and mulatto women".These women
were usually "the mothers of the young mulattoes who were
reared in the home, many of whom were to become learned
doctors, bachelors of arts, and even priests of the church"
Evidence of arrivismo for the pure blooded Indian
and Negro, on the other hand, is limited. Pure bloods who
attained elevated social positions acquired them usually
through the education they received in the Big House school
rooms and the Jesuit school. The first Jesuit schools
were closed to Negroes, therefore, Negroes who could read,
write, and do sums learned to do so on the plantation.
"Rural tradition tells us of many such cases, cases of
crias who made their way upward, socially and economically,
by making good use of the instruction that was given them,
13
. . .." Even during the days of the Big Houses it was
mentioned that "there were also white boys who learned to
read with Negro teachers".
The culture of the Indian, based on hunting and







him to adapt to the life of a slave. When the Europeans
arrived, the Indian's life style was still nomadic - the
men were hunters, fishermen and war makers. The
abruptness of the change from nomadic to a sedentary life,
according to Freyre, proved more than the native could
stand. He soon lost the appearance of good health, and an
interest in living - many of them even committed suicide.
These traits combined in making him unfit to be a slave.
". . . By the terms of the law of September 10, 1611, no
Indian could be held as a slave, . . No longer was
their status "that of slaves possessing nothing and un¬
qualified to aspire to honors and posts; it was that of
small landowners, with the same rights as the whites to
honors and posts".With the elevation of the Indian from
slave to subject (providing he became a Christian)the Negro
slave was left on the lowest rung of the social ladder.
"The slaves that came from the more advanced areas
of Negro culture were an active, creative, and one might
almost add, a noble element in the colonization of Brazil;
if they occupied a lower rung, it was due simply to their




conditions as slaves." It was a promotion for the best
elements of the slave quarters to be transferred "to the
more refined service of the Big Housein the capacities
of horsemen and housemaids.
As for the "black mammies", tradition tells us that
it was truly a place of honor that they held in the
bosom of the patriarchal families. Granted their
freedom, they would almost always round out into
enormous black figures. These women were given their
way in everything; the young ones of the family would
come to receive their blessing, the slaves treated
them as ladies, and coachmen would take them out in
the carriage. And on feast-days anyone seeing them,
expansive and proudly self-possessed among the whites
of the household, would have supposed them to be well¬
born ladies and not by any means ex-slaves from the
senzala.
It is important to remember that mobility did not
always mean ascension from a lower class to an upper class,
but sometimes it meant moving from an upper class to a
lower class. This became quite evident with the downfall
of the plantation system. Freyre states that "this debacle
was due principally to the instability of agrarian wealth
based upon a single product, and that, a product subject
like sugar or coffee to great fluctuations upon the con-
17








Sumer markets, and, moreover, one exploited by slave
20
labor". Freyre also sees the planters as being great
contributors to their own downfall. He quotes a
journalist of the mid-nineteenth century as saying,
that the first thing they should do is "to take proper
care of the slaves and oxen, which are their main
working equipment or implements. . .. "But instead,
what does one see "in this heartless region"? Negroes
whose diet is "a miserable ration of rotten dried
meat," who are cruelly flogged; and whose apothecary
and doctor are Epson Salts and Leroy's emetic, these
remedies applied, hit-or-miss, by a Negro woman
called a nurse who, being too stupid to work on the
plantation, is made hospital director.
The planters' downfall was abetted by their
creditors. Freyre writes that ". . . Joaquim Nabuco, who
was concerned with the slave-holding society of his day,
noted the tendency of great fortunes to pass from the
hands of the ones who had founded them to those of creditors;
. . One can safely assume that many plantations were
not held in tact by the sons of planters because many of
them moved away and became doctors, lawyers, etc. in frontier
l
towns. Not all sons, however, followed noble careers, "a
20lbid., p. 272.
2lFreyre, The Mansions and the Shanties, p. 175.
22
Freyre, The Masters and the Slaves, p. 271.
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great niomber reached old age with no higher interest than
■ 23
a passion for horses, Negro women, and cockfighting".
The main avenues of social mobility discussed in
this chapter were: (1) The acceptance of Catholicism
which was the necessary criterion for receiving a land
grant with which the newcomer could get himself set up
in the New World; (2) The acquisition of slaves which
enhanced the social standing of the colonial Brazilian;
(3) The shifting of individuals and families from one
class to another and also from one race to another which
was the result of the mixing of the races and the legal
adoption by a Christian father of his natural and il¬
legitimate children which he chose to be his social equals;
and (4) Education which was the avenue of social advance¬
ment used most often by Indians and Negroes of pure blood.
The condition of the slave was sometimes improved
by transferring him from field work to house work which
may have given him status in the eyes of other slaves but
which did nothing for him as far as the social scale was
concerned because he was still a slave.
^^Freyre, New World in the Tropics, p. 85.
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This chapter also attempts to represents instances
of downward mobility by showing that some planters' sons
had no desire to keep their fathers' estates in tact, with
their greatest ambitions being to pursue the pleasures
they found in cock-fighting.
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CHAPTER II
SOCIAL MOBILITY DURING THE RISE OF THE CITIES
With the increased indebtedness of the planters
to their creditors came the rise of the cities in impor¬
tance. The growing prestige of the cities was to make
more frequent the "social ascent of elements from the
town mansions, and even from humble dwellings or shacks
to the manor houses of the large plantation owners".^
The cities were especially attractive to the lower
elements (slaves and mulattoes) of Brazilian society
and to foreigners because they were willing to do
manual labor and take up trades which many Brazilians
considered below their calling. "The plantation system
. . ., with its whole structure based on slave work,
developed in many Brazilians a peculiarly aristocratic
attitude toward manual labor and also toward trade,
2
business, and commercial or industrial activity." This
attitude was a major distinguishing feature between
^Freyre, The Mansions and the Shanties, p. 10.
^Freyre, New World in the Tropics,p. 89.
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immigrants and native-born Brazilian. "The result was
that many who were born rich found themselves as poor
as church mice in their old age. But always contemptuous
of manual occupations, which were for Europeans or
slaves.
This explains, to a certain extent, why the Portu¬
guese peasant became in Brazil the successful
grocer; the Frenchman, the fancy goods dealer, the
Englishman, and later the German and the American,
the wholesale importer, the engineer, the expert
in industrial and mechanical work, in railroad
construction, and in transportation; the Italian,
the German, other Europeans, and the Japanese,
the successful farmer; whereas the Brazilians of
the old stock (and those who are not of the old
stocks, but find it elegant to imitate them)
remain as bachelors of arts or doctors of law,
philosophy, or of medicine - a sort of bureau¬
cratic or intellectual caste whose hands are too
delicate for ignoble work and who are altogether
too superior to compete with materialistic
foreigners.4
Freyre notes, however, that "the greatest ambition of
the tradesman or Portuguese immigrant of humble origin
and of the lucky prospector, once he had made money,
was to enter the ranks of the rural gentry or imitate
5
their way of living".
^Freyre, The Mansions and the Shanties, p. 173.
‘^Freyre, New World in the Tropics, pp. 89-90.
C
-^Freyre, The Mansions and the Shanties, p. 9.
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City life caused antagonism to exist among
different elements of the Brazilian society - the rural
plantation lords - the rich city merchants - the
peasants and the slaves. "It is true that, while
antagonisms grew, opportunities for social betterment
increased in the cities for those slaves and children
of slaves who happened to be endowed with exceptional
artistic or intellectual capacity. . .."Those who
had a trade - tinsmith, cabinetmaker, blacksmith -
sometimes gained by this not only their freedom but
7
professional and social advancement." The city inhabit¬
ants in these occupations "came to be outwardly as noble
as the landowners, and more so than many of them, . . .".®
The city dwellers and the -doctors, lawyers- sons
of the city dwellers formed a new class which rivaled the
landed gentry for prestige and power. The planters who
had looked upon the emergence of cities with suspicion
and disdain developed a new attitude toward them because
of the growing dependence of agriculture on services,





of many Brazilians now was that trade - a calling once
considered utterly base - should be for them, the native
sons, not the "adoptive", . . ..
Though being proficient in a trade was the first
step toward social advancement for many, Freyre states
that "... once the artisan or small tradesman had
achieved a degree of economic stability, he could turn
his back on his trade or shop and be elected to the
council or made mayor". He quotes Southey as saying
that "it would seem that anyone serving in any official
post, even if only for three months, acquires nobility,
. . .."11 Nobility titles were conferred "by the king
on industrialist and businessmen, who, for the most
part, had began their commercial career as mere clerks".
These titles were an indication of the "appraisal of
business figures in a society in transition from a
13
patriarchal regime to that of shopkeepers".
It is interesting to note that many Portuguese








grants as apprentices to train as head clerks rather
than their own Brazilian-born sons. There was a feeling
that the Brazilian was more apt to be spoiled by his
mother and lacked the discipline which the young
Portuguese received. Freyre refers to these young
Portuguese who received their training in a despotic,
monosexual warehouse as "white slaves".!'^ Businessmen
felt that if their business was going to continue to
prosper and grow stronger that it needed to produce
disciplined young men of this caliber and not sons of
planters or tradesmen who were already spoiled by
wealth. "What he feared in the Brazilian, even his own
son, was his dislike for business routine, and for the
hard, monotonous, and, at that time, manual work of store,
15
counter, warehouse."
Many young people of modest origin and often of
mixed racial stock managed to improve their social status
by embarking upon a military career. They attended schools
that were operated by the state which not only paid them




them as well. To demonstrate some of the advantages
of a military career Freyre states that "many military
figures had been called by the Empire to occupy "the
highest offices, such as those of provincial president,
. . 16
minister, state counselor, deputy, and senators"."
The Amerindian and the African had long been able to
profit socially from the military profession "because
of the defense needs of the colony, permitting them to
• 17
occupy high posts with the approval of the King, . . .".
Under the Empire as during Colonial days, marriage
remained one of the main avenues traveled by persons of
lower class origin to the highest levels of the aristo¬
cratic society. It is mentioned that "there were cases
of mulattoes and adventurers from the hinterland who,
even in the seventeenth century, made their way by
marriage into the highest aristocracy of Pernambuco,
18
becoming as good hidalgos as their fathers-in-law".
This chapter attempts to show that the opportunities
that came with the rise of the cities were accepted, at
first, mainly by the lower elements of the Brazilian
^^Freyre, Order and Progress (New York: Alfred A.
Knopf, 1972), p.180
17
Freyre, Mansions and Shanties, p. 244.
l®Ibid., p. 97.
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society and by foreigners. For those who had trades
and were able to attain economic stability from them,
could then enter the field of politics, often being
elected to some official post. Many businessmen
received nobility titles from the king after starting
their careers as humble clerks.
Military training and marriage were also very




SOCIAL MOBILITY UNDER THE REPUBLIC
The first two chapters of this paper do not,
perhaps, stress sufficiently the importance Freyre places
on education in social advancement. According to him
"the desire for a bachelor's degree was early awakened
in the Brazilian youth by the Jesuits".^ He attempted to
show that
Since Imperial times academic titles in Brazil had
been the means of social advancement which partic¬
ularly favored youths of humble or mixed racial
origin. They were in effect patents of sociologi¬
cal "whiteness", which turned their possessor into
the equal of Caucasians of noble origin. In fact,
when such degrees were linked to a career in
political science, law, medicine, divinity, or
engineering, they often accorded a social prestige
even superior to that of an aristocratic title.2
Freyre strengthens his argument on the importance of
education by stating that
The most precious, most indispensable qualification
for obtaining work is education. Without this, a
man is worth only the siim total of his manual
strength and skill plus whatever innate spiritual
qualities he may possess. . ., while the educated
man, no matter what his condition of birth, may
^Freyre, The Mansions and the Shanties p. 55.
^Freyre, Order and Progress, p. 173.
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climb the ladder and become worthy through his
energy, his morality, and his intelligence.^
Brazil's most renowned educational institution
was Pedro II. This school "existed to educate the best
intellects in the country, regardless of race, creed,
or social condition".^ "A degree holder from Pedro II
belonged to the intellectual nobility, having gained
the clearest title to such a distinction then existent
in Brazil.
There was a definite increase in the number of
academic titles used as a means of up-grading men of
modest origins with the coming of the Republic. These
academic titles were granted "not only via civilian
institutions of higher learning, but also via the
0
military and naval academies". Some of the advantages
of pursuing a military career are discussed in Chapter
II of this paper. For in a military school "poor boys,
through their own efforts, can rise in the world and
be useful to their parents without the help or protection
n







and often mixed racial stock, craving social advance¬
ment and political participation, used the military
schools as virtually the only means of ascent.
Freyre mentions that many young people who de¬
cided to follow a military career at the same time
attempted in their studies to
master not so much the arts of war as a knowl¬
edge comparable to that of their counterparts
in more purely academic institutions. With
the acquisition of such knowledge it was
natural that some military graduates should
consider themselves half-degree holders in
law, or political science, or engineering, and
therefore as qualified as their civilian
compatriots to participate in the political
life of the country.^
So great was the impact of the military
academies that "some of the academic republicans felt
themselves incomplete in not being half-military,
particularly when so many of the new military leaders
were at least half-academic".^^ It was a "form of
apparent arrivismo on the part of republican leaders







Freyre sees the army as being the most
democratic of the Brazilian military forces. He
states that "through a conjunction of circumstances
peculiar to Brazil, the Army did not develop into a
form of military aristocracy; it accepted young men
of all races and from all walks of life and., unlike
12
the Navy, became a truly democratic body".
Social ascension for some Brazilians was due
to the state of affairs, for instance, "the Paraguayan
War made it necessary for many Negro soldiers to live
side by side with whites, and had given Negroes, and
especially mesticos, excellent new opportunities for
social advancement". The frequent state of war in
the gaucho region was an active factor "in narrowing
the gulf between classes and races, and creating an
aristocracy based on bravery independent of color or
rank, . .
It seems that the main avenues for social
advancement under the Republic were marriage, education,
success in business or the professions. Freyre notes
^^Freyre, Order and Progress, p. 44.
^^Ibid., p. 11.
^'^Freyre, The Mansions and the Shanties, p. 247.
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that many "northeasterners left home to seek their
fortunes in other parts of the country, some marrying
into the white aristocracy, others taking wives of
African or Indian blood, and nearly all managing to
improve their economic condition through success in
business or the professions". In an earlier
observation of several of the important leaders of
the new Republic Freyre noted that those leaders "had
risen in position through education or marriage to the
daughter of mansion or plantation owner. .
It is interesting to note statements such as
the following in Freyre's earlier works ". . . neither
the plantation system nor the monarchical system ever
meant, in Brazil, hard social gradations; it was
possible for men of exceptional talent, no matter how
socially inferior their origin, to rise to the highest
positions in the Brazilian aristocratic and monarchical
system".And, ". . .if a man has freedom, money and
merit, no matter how black may be his skin, no place
15
Freyre, Order and Progress, p. 250.
^^Freyre, The Mansions and the Shanties, p. xviii.
1 7
Freyre, New World in the Tropics, p. 80.
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in society is refused him". However, in later works,
a slight change can be detected by statements such as;
"The reality, however, was not so idyllic. The
subordination of the colored people was not only that
of race but of class, and the passing from one class to
another, although far less difficult than in older
European or Asiatic countries, was not so easily
accomplished, nor could this be expected in a slavocrat,
agrarian regime like that of Brazil.He goes further
to say that ". . ., it was only gradually that persons
with Negroid features began to rise to positions of
importance in the Army, the courts, the clergy, the law,
20
in journalism or in Parliament".
ISpreyre, New World in the Tropics, p. 176.
19 ....
Freyre, The Mansions and the Shanties, p. xxiii.
20
Freyre, Order and Progress, pp. 178-9.
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SUMMARY
Gilberto Freyre, a social historian as well as
a social scientist, tends to use concepts from other
disciplines with much less precision than would
specialists in those areas. This is not to imply that
he is unconscious of the correct and restricted use of
the concept according to the discipline because most
times he indicates by footnote the sense in which
he intends to use a given concept. His work is
particularly valuable because it. provides the prospect
of gaining insight from looking at the Brazilian
society through the eyes of a native Brazilian rather
than an outsider, and for the light which this point
of view sheds on Brazilian society and culture.
The following paragraphs summarize Freyre's
interpretation of social mobility in Brazil during its
colonial era, during the rise of the cities, and under
the Republic.
During the colonial era in Brazil the first
vestiges of a social structure based on European
37
standards were realized by the colonizers in the
acquisition of land and slaves (Indians and later
Negroes imported from Africa). The acquisition of
land represented no real problem for many of the new¬
comers since Portugal's colonial policy was one of
religious tolerance and all that was required for a
land grant was the profession of Catholicism.
Because European women did not come to Brazil
in large numbers during its colonial period, it was
considered a step upward for Indian and Negro women
to become wives and concubines to the colonizers.
The arrangement was most advantageous for the children
(the mestizo and the mulattoes) of such unions. Social
ascension was more easily accomplished by this light-
colored element of the Brazilian population. Many of
them became doctors, holders of various degrees, and
priests.
For Indians, the passing of laws prohibiting
their enslavement represented a step up the social ladder.
They were then considered subjects of the king and not
slaves. But for the pure blooded Negro and the Indian
3S
education was the main avenue of social advancement
during the colonial era. The transition from field
work to house work also represented social advance¬
ment for many slaves.
City life offered many opportunities for
social betterment to foreigners and slaves who repre¬
sented the lower elements of Brazilian society. For
a long time many upper status Brazilians felt that
manual labor or any activity that involved business,
commerce, or industry was demeaning to them. However,
this attitude changed with the growing importance of
cities.
During the period of the emergence of cities
in Brazilian history the main avenues of social
advancement were success in business, which could lead
to election to service in some official capacity; the
pursuit of a military career; and marriage.
The avenues for social ascension under the
Republic are essentially the same as the ones used most
frequently during the rise of the cities. However, more
emphasis is placed on education as being indispensable
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to social betterment under the Republic. Numerous
Brazilians, with a yen for social success, improved
their lot by attending military schools; where they
not only received military training but sought to pre¬
pare themselves for careers in law, political science
or engineering.
Success in business or the professions remained
an important means of social advancement under the
Republic. Marriage has proven itself to be an important
means of advancement in all stages of development in
the social structure of Brazil.
Freyre's later writings reveal that his views
on social democracy in Brazil underwent some rather
abrupt changes. These changes become obvious when he
realizes that social advancement for non-whites was
not accomplished without difficulty.
40
BIBLIOGRAPHY
Adams, Richard N.; Gillin, John P.; Holmberg, Allan
R.; Lewis, Oscar; Patch, Richard W.; and Wagley,
Charles. Social Change in Latin America Today.
New York; Vintage Books, 1960.
Bendix, Reinhard. Max Weber: An Intellectual Portrait.
Garden City, N.Y.: Doubleday and Company, Inc.,
1962.
Bensman, Joseph and Vidich, Arthur J. The New American
Society. Chicago; Quadrangle Books, 1971.
Cox, Oliver Cromwell. Caste, Class, and Race. New
York and London; Modern Reader Paperbacks,
1948.
Degler, Carl. Neither Black Nor White: Slavery and
Race Relations in the United States and Brazil.
New York; The Macmillan Company, 1971.
Fernandes, Florestan. The Negro in Brazilian Society.
New York: Atheneum, 1971.
Freyre, Gilberto. Brazil; An Interpretation. New
York: Alfred A. Knopf, 1945.
. The Mansions and the Shanties. Translated
by Harriet De Onis. New York; Alfred A. Knopf,
1963.
. The Masters and the Slaves. Translated by
Samuel Putnam. New York; Alfred A. Knopf, 1968.
. New World in the Tropics; The Culture of
Modern Brazil. New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 1971.
. Order and Progress: Brazil from Monarchy
to Republic. Translated by Ron W. Horton. New
York: Alfred A. Knopf, 1970.
41
. The Portuguese and the Tropics. Lisbon:
Executive Committee for the commemoration of the
VTH Centenary of the Death of Prince Henry the
Navigator, 1961.
Goldhamer, Herbert. "Social Mobility" in The Inter¬
national Encyclopedia of the Social Sciences.
Vol. 14. New York: The Macmillan Company and
the Free Press, 1968.
Goodsell, J. N. Review of Order and Progress by Gil-
berto Freyre. Book Review Digest. Edited by
Josephine Samundio, Sixty-Sixth Annual Cumulation,
New York: The H. W. Wilson Company, 1971.
Hutchinson, Harry W. Village and Plantation Life in
Northeastern Brazil. Seattle: University of
Washington Press, 1957.
International Who's Who 1973-74. 37th ed. London:
Europa Publications Limited, 1973.
Kahl, Joseph. The American Class Structure. New York:
Holt, Rinehart and Winston, 1967.
Lipset, Seymour M. and Smelser, Neil J. ed. Social
Structure and Mobility in Economic Development.
Chicago: Aldine Publishing Company, 1966.
Loewenstein, Karl. Brazil Under Vargas. New York:
The Macmillan Company, 1942.
Morner, Magnus, Editor. Race and Class in Latin America.
New York and London: Coluitibia University Press,
1970.
Pierson, Donald. Survey of the Literature on Brazil
of Sociological Significance Published Up to 1940.
Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 1945.
42
Poppino, Rollie E. Brazil; The Land and People. New
York: Oxford University Press, 1973.
Ribeiro, Darcy. The Americas and Civilization. New
York; E. P. Dutton and Company, Inc. 1971.
Rodrigues, Jose, Brazil and Africa. Berkeley and Los
Angeles: University of California Press, 1965.
Smith, T. Lynn. Brazil; People and Institutions. Baton
Rouge; Louisiana State University Press, 1963.
Sorokin, Pitrim. Contemporary Sociological Theories.
New York: Harper and Row, 1928.
Svalastoga, Kaare. Social Differentiation. New York;
David McKay Company, Inc., 1965.
Wagley, Charles. An Introduction to Brazil. New
York: Col\ambia University Press, 1971.
. ed. Race and Class in Rural Brazil. Holland:
UNESCO, 1952.
43
